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Reply to Office action of March 12, 2009 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This amendment and response to restriction requirement are submitted in response to the 
Office action mailed March 1 2, 2009. On page 2 of the Office action, the Examiner states that 
restriction to one of the following species is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 



Species A 
Species B 



The device wherein the holding element is 
threaded into the elongate tube. 

The device wherein the holding element is 
press-fit into the elongate tube. 



On page 4 of the Office action, the Examiner states that if Species A is elected, then it is 
required that one of the following subspecies be elected: 



Subspecies 1A1 

Subspecies 1A2 

Subspecies 2A1 
Subspecies 2A2: 

Subspecies 3A1 
Subspecies 3A2 
Subspecies 3 A3 
Subspecies 4A1 

Subspecies 4A2 



The internal threading of the elongate tube 
extends along the entire tube. 

The internal threading of the elongate tube is 
only at the ends of the tube. 

The holding element includes a cannula. 

The holding element does not include a 
cannula. 

The tip includes a cannula. 

The tip does not include a cannula. 

The tip is a self tapping tip. 

The outer surface of the elongate tube is completely 
threaded. 

The outer surface of the elongate tube is partially threaded. 
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On page 5 of the Office action, the Examiner states that if Species B is elected, then it is 
required that one of the following subspecies be elected: 



Subspecies 1B1 
Subspecies 1B2: 

Subspecies 2B1 
Subspecies 2B2 
Subspecies 2B3 
Subspecies 3B1 

Subspecies 3B2 



The holding element includes a cannula. 

The holding element does not include a 
cannula. 

The tip includes a cannula. 

The tip does not include a cannula. 

The tip is a self tapping tip. 

The outer surface of the elongate tube is completely 
threaded. 



The outer surface of the elongate tube is partially threaded. 
Applicant elects Species A (the device wherein the holding element is threaded into the 
elongate tube) and Subspecies 1A2 (The internal threading of the elongate tube is only at the 
ends of the tube), 2A1 (The holding element includes a cannula), 3A1 (The tip includes a 
cannula), and 4A2 (the outer surface of the elongate tube is partially threaded) for prosecution on 
the merits. It is believed that claims 1,3,5, 7, 8, 10. 12, 14-23, 32, 33, 35, 37-40 and 42-50 read 
on the elected species and subspecies. 

Claims 1, 17, 37, 46 and 48-50 have been amended. Claims 2, 6, 9 and 24-31 are 
cancelled. Claims 4, 11, 13, 34, 36 and 41 are withdrawn. Independent claims 1 and 37 are 
amended to recite that a diameter "along an entire length" of the tube is greatest at an outer 
diameter of the bone thread, as suggested by the examiner during the interview on May 4, 2009. 
Claim 17 is amended to further define a first end and a second end of the bone thread. 
Claims 48-50 are amended to further define the holding element. 
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Consideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 




Mark Garscia 
Reg. No. 31,953 
626/795-9900 



MEG/cks 

CKS PAS853352. 1 -'-06/12/09 3:50 PM 
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